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the name of pursuit of pleasure or advantage, and set up
self-love as an imaginary newcomer upon the list of natural
springs, though it is nothing but the abstract sum of all
the likings already reckoned in the original springs them-
selves. Choice made upon these data \s prudential: the
habit of making it without mistake is Prudence - which
therefore might exist under conditions anterior to the exist-
ence of moral relations at all; and cannot carry in its
essence the characteristics of a virtue, though as little able
as any other neutral element to escape the consecrating
light of an all-embracing moral atmosphere.

For this end we must enlarge our intelligent Agent's
world. When the two springs of action meet within him,
he knows them to have a difference other than hedonistic,
which speaks to something else than his likings: there is
a vsecond scale on which they stand, the one higher than
the other, in a new order of values, defining their relative
claims upon his will. If, concentrating himself upon this
new order, he gives himself to the higher authority and lets
the other go, he again gets rid of his suspense by the same
third factor as before, viz a volition, only dealing this time
with differences unknown before. Is this volition, then,
a third c spring,' any more than the former one ? Not so;
for it has all the same disqualifications, and, like its pre-
decessor, is a choice between two compared springs; the
comparison turning, in the two cases, upon different quali-
ties. In the one case, he wills in a certain way, because it
is pleasant; in the other, because it is right. But this feel-
ing of the right, which is expressed in his volition, is as
yet an unnamed feeling, which he has but does not know.
As repeated instances occur of conflict similarly sur-
mounted, the elements and the story of temptation become
familiar and clear to the self-consciousness, and the feeling
of right disengages itself by repetition into pretty distinct
view as a generalised conception */ which may then become

1 This word is open to objection; but cannot well be mended here,
without going into interrupting refinements.